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THE EFFECTS OF ACHIEVEMENT GOAL IN CLASSROOM ON ATTRIBUTIONS,

EXPECTANCIES AND HELPLESSNESS

Takeshi SUGIURA

In former studies of academic achievement, it was uncertain how the attribution
of failure to the lack of effort had influence on expectancies (perceived control). The
purpose of the present study was to examine how the achievement goal in a classroom
had influence on the relationship between causal attributions and expectancies. Four
hundred thirty-eight fifth and sixth graders responded a questionnaire on the causal
attributions, expectancies, and the perceptions of the classroom goal orientation. The
results revealed that the expectancy scale consisted of outcome expectancy (perceived
control), efficacy expectancy, and feeling of helplessness. And in a low helplessness
group, the attribution of failure to the lack of effort was positively related to the
outcome expectancy. But in a high helplessness group, little relationship was obser-
ved. Additionally, the feeling of helplessness depended on the perception of perfor-
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mance goals.

Key words : attribution of failure to the lack of effort, perception of classroom
goal orientation, outcome expectancy, efficacy expectancy, feeling of helplessness.
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