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Working Memory Capacity and Text Comprehension in Young Chil

KEIKO K0SAKA (GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, HIROSHIMA UNIVERSITY) AND AKIRA YAMAZAKI
(FACULTY OF EDUCATION, HIROSHIMA UNIVERSITY) JAPANESE JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2000, 48, 34

The present study examined the effects of working memory (WM) capacity on text comprehen
preschoolers. Based on the results of a Listening Span Test, 41 children 5 to 6 years old were plac
low or high working-memory group. Sentence Verification Technique tests (SVT) were used to as¢
children’s comprehension of text. To investigate whether the responses to the distractor of the c
with low working memory reflected word recognition or inference, the children were tested with 2 fi
the distractor : Distractor-A with the word presented in the Sentence Verification Technique te
Distractor-B, without it. Integration was assessed by local/global inference questions. The resul
as follows : The children with low working memory replied to Distractor-A as incorrectly as the)
Distractor-B. Furthermore, they failed to make correct responses to global inference question:
findings implied that although children with low working memory constructed inferential represer
during listening, they failed to grasp the gist of the text. Global inference was positively correlat
local inference, Distractor-A, and Distractor-B ; working memory capacity was positively correlat
global inference, Distractor-A, and Distractor-B. The results suggest that global integration
followed by grasping the gist of text, and that working memory capacity may strongly affect the con
sion of higher levels of text.

Key Words : text comprehension, working memory, content overlap, level of representation, list
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Developmental Change in the Relation Between
Two Affiliation Motives and Interpersonal Alienation

TAKESHI SUGIURA (DEPERTMENT OF TEACHER EDUCATION, KINKI UNIVERSITY) JAPANESE JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2000, 48, 352—360

The purposes of the present study were to investigate the relation between 2 affiliation motives
—-sensitivity to rejection and affiliative tendency —and interpersonal alienation, and also to investingate
developmental and gender differences in this relation. Questionnaires on affiliation motives, interpersonal
zlienation, and ego identity were completed by 366 junior high school students, 528 senior high school
students, and 233 university students. The results revealed a highly positive relation between affiliative
tendency and sensitivity to rejection. In spite of this result, affiliative tendency was negatively related to
interpersonal alienation : on the other hand sensitivity to rejection was positively related to interpersonal
alienation. Gender and developmental differences were also found : (1) Female subjects’ sensitivity to
rejection was negatively correlated with age. (2) Sensitivity to rejection and interpersonal alienation were
negatively correlated in male junior high school student, but positivel correlated in male university students.
(3) Affiliative tendency and sensitivity to rejection showed a higher positive correlation in junior high school
students than it did in high school or university students. The results of the present study suggest that
changes in these 2 affiliative motives are developmental tasks that maintain adaptive interpersonal relations.

Key Words : affiliation motives, sensitivity to rejection, affiliative tendency, interpersonal alienation,
ego-identity
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